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and over again it has consecrated misgovernment, and
retarded political and social progress; repeatedly it has
suppressed truth, and entered into conspiracy with error
and imposture; and at the present cloy it fails most in
that which its Founder valued most, originality; it falls
into that vice which he most earnestly denounced, in-
sipidity. On the other hand, nothing is plainer than the
illustrious instances of virtue in men who are not Chris-
*
tians. We see around us those who have never had a
Christian training, and others who have quarrelled with
and renounced their Christianity, who yet exhibit all
the tenderness, the devotedness, the ardent elevation of
which Christ gave us the example, and along with it a
freshness which Christians generally want.
All this may be conceded without conceding for a
moment that the world can do without Christ and his
Church. If a high and complete morality often exists
outside the Church, it does not often exist independent of
it. The atmosphere of Europe has been saturated for
some fifteen centuries with Christian principles, and
however far the rebellion against the Church may have
spread, it may still be called the Moral University of
the world—not merely the greatest, but the only great
School of Virtue existing. While this is so it is idle for
any virtue that springs up in its neighbourhood to claim
to be independent of it. Christian influences are in the
air ; our very conception of virtue is Christian; the tone,
the habits of sentiment and language—in short, all the
associations of virtue—have been furnished by the disti-
pline of the Christian Church. Again, if instances of
high morality are cited, as they certainly may be, from
the times before Christianity, or, as they probably may
be, from countries remote from Christianity, the writer

